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}ofman, And not only so, but the different degrees of 
| punishment, which are affixed to various and mixed o- 
pinions, afford incontestible evidence ef the. different de- 
grees of turpitude which each of those opinions sustain ; 

wee om - which could not be if the nature of each offence be go- 
MOMENTARY COGITATIONS, verned by the infinite dignity of the character against 


OR THE 


COMMUNICATIONS. 





FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


universe, by répresenting him as a God who delights in 


whom it is committed ; for in this case each sin being a_ 


FOUR MAIN PILLARS OF FALSEHOOD, DESTROYED BY! Violation against an infinite Being would’sustain the su-; 


SCRIPTURE, TRUTH AND REASON, perlative degree and cousequenily no difference, as to 
the degree of turpitude, attached to various and mixed 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10. offences could be made. Now as there are different de- 

Ber it is.argued 2d. That the infinite nature of sin is} grees of comparison in the turpitude of different offences, 
there can no offence be infinite; for there can be no 

comparison between what is finite and what is infinite ; 





fairly inferable trom an infinite atonement made; as no 
finite crime could have rendered such an atonement 
neecessaty. We acknowledge the inference is fairly}! which unequivocally destroys the infinityofany sin what- 
drawn admitting the same thing {rue which is here talcen j ever. Should we, on the other hand adimit that sin is in- 
finite, then we destroy those different degrees of turpi- 
tude which are scripturally attached to sin, and ren- 
der it impossible that one crime should be more heinous 


4} 


for granted, viz. that the stonement is infinite. Now 
as no finite crime can demand an infinite atonement, so 


no finite atonement can make satisfaction for an infinite | 
sin. The argument now is fairly stated and should we , than another, and consequently a man would be equal- 
be able to show thai no infinite atonement has been| ly as guilty for what is generally thought a tpivial offence ; 
made, we shall also prove that there was no infinite sin, |as for the most aggravated crime; which is contrary to 
which rendered such an atonement necessary. We come | Heb. x. 29, amd the whole tenor of scripture.- 
then to consider. Ist. As it takes infinite causes to pro- Again, nothing is more certain from scripture than 
duce infinite consequences or effects ; so it must have | that every man will be punished according to the deeds 
required an infinite sufferer, to have made by his suffering done in the body, which cannot be on the supposition 
an infinite atonement or satisfaction. @d. As there can| that all sins are infinite ; for, as each sin would deserve 
be but one infinite being, it must have required the pain, | al mtinite duration of punishment, it would require as 
suffering and even death of that being, to make an inii- Ipany € t< mitics as there were crimes committed, whic b 
nite atonement through suffering ; consequently the vast | }§ an impossibility. On this parity of reasoning, should 
machinery of universal nature, naist have been destitute | @ person Commit only one sin, that, bemg mfinite, would 
of any living or true God. Now can the great Divinity | deserve an infinite punishment ; whereas should another 
of the universe be subject to misery ond death; or can| Commit twenty, of equal magnitude, he never could be 
immortaiity die? Ce rtainly not; or if so, what inferior| punished for more than one for want of time, and con- 
power can @aise him from the dead! Here the advo-{ quently there must nineteen sins out of twenty go 
eternally unpunished. ‘this is, therefore, sufficient to 





cafes for an infinite atone:ment change their position «nd BS, 4 , . 
arene. that although Jesus Christ was essentially God,] explode the hypothesis that sin is infinite, by developing 
i thot by hie ouffering, the atonen ent was wreught ;| tbe contradiction which exists between the hypothesis 


and the plain, unambigious declarations of the scripture 


yet it was not the infinite, but finite human nature thet ; 
relevant to rewards and punishments. 


suffered, and hed. If so, then the argument ts surren- 
dered; tor if nothing but finite or human niuture hes sul- Is there any chence for vain speculation or ingenious 
fered, then nothing but a finite atonement has been cf- | sophism, to evade the force of the foregomg observations? 





fected by it. For as the proxiuate cause which pro-{| \\ iil any person attempt the maintenance of the doc- 
duced the stonement is finite, so also must be the effect, | trine of endless misery from the nature and perpetuity 
satisfaction or atonement made. Since therefore, all is} of sin? If so vain and fruitless n.ust be the attempt un- 
acknowledged that we could wish to prove, viz. that} til the scriptures are metan.orphosed, and a reversion ef- 
the atonement is finite, we have only to infer, that there | fected in the senses and judgments of men. For should 
was nothing but a finite crime which rendered such an. we contend that the punishment is infinite in duration 
atonement necessary: as no finite atonement could | and not in degree, then we contend for contradiction in 
make an ample satisfaction for an infinite sin. {terms ; for in the first place it has a beginning and there- 

it is contended, 3d. That sin is an infinite evil be-' fore must bave an end, consequently cannot be infinite 
cause it is committed against an infinite Being. This I in duration; and in the second place, an infinite dura- 
think will not bear good inspection; for 1st. We learn tion of punishment presupposes an infinite duration of 
the nature and magnitude of all effects by consulting the. sin, which cannot be proved ; because sin had, also, a 
nature and extensibility of their origin or cause ; and as beginning and must have an end, according to reason, 
sin consists inthe abuse of finite faculties, and is the and revelation; Dan ix. 24, “‘ The seventy weeks are 
production of the limited agency of man, it cannot ex- determined upon thy people, and upon the holy city, 
tend beyond the limitation of the proximate cause which to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, 
is finite. That the degree of sin is not measured by the and to make reconciliation for miqnity, and to bring in 
dignity of the one against whom it is committed, but by an everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision 
the capacity or knowledge of the commitant, agent or and prophesy, and to anoint the most holy.” And it is 
actor may be seen, by the Saviour’s similitude concern- far more evident, that if sin be infinite, and the punish- 
img the diferent treatment of the two servants; one of ment endless in duration and not in degree, then our 
which knew his master’s will and the other did not.— Saviour would have been under the necessity of suffer- 
Now the one that knew his master’s will and performed 


ing infinitely in duration and not in degree, to have 
it not, was beaten with many stripes; whereas he that made an atonement for such sins, and exhonerate man 
knew not his master’s will, although he committed crimes from those charges and the punishment due, And not 
worthy of stripes, was beaten with few. Here the de- only so, but it is dishonorary to the character of God to 
gree of offence was not computed from the dignity sin- | suppose that be will cause punishment to linger through 
ned against, but from the degree of knowledge that each endless space, when a limited* period should have an- 
had obtained of their master’s will. For had the degree swered the demand of justice, opened the door of de- 
of the offence been estimated from the dignity of the }liverance, and prepared the way whereby the suffering 
master’s will, then each would have been alike criminal, | delinquent might be restored te perfect holiness, and 
and consequently deserving an equal number of stripes. | consequent moral sean Would parental tenderness 
But this was not the case, which demonstratively proves | cause the unfortunate child to drag out a wretched ex- 
that the atrocity of moral evil is always aggravated or | istence, for having carelessly infringed upon some fami- 
extenuated in proportion to the moral capacity and|ly precept; when a chastisement, for a few moments 
knowledge of the delinquents; which brings us to a-| judiciously administered, would have every salutary ef- 
dopt the following axiom, that as the qualities of moral | fect, and the child been restored to society, usefulness 
virtue or evil do arise from the good or bad intentions | and happiness? Should we not all unitedly conspire a 
of the actor, neither the one, nor the other can be infi-| gainst him, as degrading to the dignity of human nature? 
nite, being limited by the natural and acquired abilities; Do we not then detract upoa the great Divinity of the 





the misery and glories in the misfortunes of his offspring? 
Are we not by this false colouring of the Deity, nerving 
the arm of unhallowed scepticism, and wrenching from 
the hand of christianity its only weapons of defence ? 
But we have this for our consolation, that a punishment, 
which, Many sense can be infinite, must be rejected 
until it can be shown that the misuse of the finite agen- 


‘cy of man, or the violation of a finite law is sufficient to 


| constitute an infinite crime. But this | conceive cannot 


‘ 
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be done, so long as sin consists in the misuse of finite 
faculties, which can amount to nothing more than a fi- 
nite abuse, which is a finite sin. Having as] trust ex- 
ploded the erroneous dogina of the infinite evil of sin, #s 
also exposed the fallacy of the general or bading argu- 
ments in its support, we shall close this chapter by make 
ing some general remarks on the impropriety of ground- 
ing the endless sufferings of mankind on the nature and 
demerit of sin, admitting the popular doctrine true. 
And Ist. If Ged from ali cternity hath, out of his mere 
good pleasure, elected some tc everlasting life without 
having any respect to their virtue or goodness, and hath 
also ordained others to the flames of hell torment forever, 
without regard to their vices, then certainly, the virtue 
nor vices of mankind can make no difference in the fu- 
ture destiny of men, for the same doctrine supposes and 
maintains the infallibility of the foreordination and elec- 
tion of God. And further, if God elected some to end- 
Jess life, and ordained others to endless death, for his 
mere good pleasure, without regard to virtue or vice, 
then the pleasure of God, and not the virtue or vice of 
men, is the primary cause, both of the miseries of the 
damned and the happiness of the elect. Hence it fol- 
lows, that, had Adam maintained his native chastity-and 
innocence through perfect obedience to God; and had 
his posterity been strict puritans unrivalled by the angel 
Gabriel, yet the miseries of a part of them being the re- 
sult of God’s pleasure, and based on the immutability of 
his purposes, could not have been averted. By this doc- 
trine virtue and vice wre reduced to a common level, as 
it respects the future destiny of man, and can have no 
possible influence in the general decision. Sin there- 
fore, whether liniited or infinite can only effect the con- 


ditions of men while they remain inhabitants of time—_ 


But before we dismiss this part of our subject, some in- 
quiry is due to the idea, that the pleasure of God re- 
quires the salvation of some and the damnation of the 
rest when no moral difference in their characters is ob- 
served, which must be the case if no respect was paid 
to their virtue or vice in the scheme of election and rep- 
robation. And here it is necessary to inquire whether 
or not, a moral relation, at least, does not exist between 
the pleasure, will and love of God; that is, can God 
take pleasure in that which he does not Jove, or cen he 
will contrary to bis pleasure? If not, then so far as 
God is equal in love toward mankind, so far his plea- 
sure and bis will concerning them will be the same, And 
if his pleasure and will toward them be equal, will they 
not be attended with like and equivalent consequences ? 
Now if the foregoing be admitied, (and I think ne one 
can maintain the contrary) then the same will end plea- 
sure which elects to eternal life one innocent being can- 
not reprobate another equally innocent to eternal death; 
here however, it must be remembered that all are sup- 
posed innocent in the plan of election; because in this 
no difference to virtue or vice was paid, 
TO BE CONTINUED. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


RA” 


Mr. Eprtror,—In consequence of the following ques- 
tion being so frequently put to Universalists to answer, 
viz. ** How can sinners repent and be saved in another 
state of existence?” Ihave thought proper to put a 
few questions to those who are in the habit of putting 
the above question to those who hold the docirme of the 
restitution of al things as a difficulty which cannot be 
reconciled to the sentiment which God has taught by 
ihe mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began, 
believing that correct answers to the questions which I 
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shall put, would Jead to an easy understanding of the 
one above mentioned, therefore it is desired by the 
writer of this communication that some one who rejects 
the doctrine of the salvation of all men, would answer 
the following questions :—1st. On what principles can 
sinners repent and be saved in this present state of ex- 
istence? 2d. When are children and ideots saved ?— 
3. Do any possess positive happiness until they receive 
the knowledge of their salvation? 4th. What are they 
saved from? 5th. If from punishment what is its na- 


ture? A CHRISTIAN UNIVERSALIST. 
—D+o— 
FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


“FEAR NOT.” 


How wonderfully glorious, how charming fo the feel- 
ing soul are the declarations of divine truth, which were 
uttered forth as symbols of the grace of God, and the 
salvation of the world. When we contemplate the im- 
mense noise, the dreadful terrors which are employed 
with a design to bring people to the knowledge of the 
gospel, the indescribable torments with which they are 
threatened if they do not believe in some creed, which 
is but the offspring of human invention; when we see 
the mighty efforts which are made to operate on the 
passion of fear, to promote religious purposes, we can- 
not but recollect the words of the angel to the shep- 
herds; ** FEAR NoT.”’ If the gospel were fraught with 
such dismal terrors as we generally hear uttered forth 
from our pulpits, why should this angel brake the sol- 
emn silence, which reigned among the shepherds, with 
language so consoling? Our preachers frequently in- 
form us, that our everlasting salvation is suspended on 
the improvement which we make of the discourse which 
we have heard; and endeavour to awaken our fears 
that a few moments more will carry us beyond the 
reach of mercy. But that heavenly messenger, whom 
God sent to announce the birth of Jesus, held up no 
such terrors, bus said; “‘ FEAR Not.”? Why was it not 
as necessary to preach terror then as now? This ce- 
lestial messenger made himself of no consequence, did 
not iutimate that if these shepherds did not believe him, 
their damnation was sealed forever; but said; ** Fear 
not, for behold, } bring unto you glad tidings of great 
joy, which shall be unto all people.” ' 


POLYCARP. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
mw m 
* QUENCH NOT THE SPIRIT.” 
To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 

Dear Sir,—On the first Sabbath in this month, j 
attended a meeting in the town in which I reside, and 
heard a Sermon from 1 Thes. v.19. The discourse was 
delivered, as, what is called, a farewell discourse, the 
ee being about to leave his society. He told his 

earers, that he probably should not ever deliver anoth- 
er discourse to them in this life, and that he conld not 
think of any better advice to give them than the apos- 
tle gave his Thessalonian brethren, viz. ‘* Quench not 
the spirit.” After this solemn introduction he said— 
that the spirit of God was fully exemplified by the ele- 
ment FIRE. Ist. As fire has the quality of giving heat, 
so hath the spirit of God. 2d. As fire is illuminating. 
so is the spirit of God. 3d. As fire is of a softning na- 
ture, so is the spirit of God. 4th. As fire was of a 
cleansing nature so as to refine dross from gold, and 
leave the gold pure and unhurt, so is the operation of 
the spirit of God on the human heart. 5th. As fire has 
the property of assimulating whatever is committed to 
its power, to its own likeness, so it is with the spirit of 
God ; for instance, said he, take wood and commit it 
to the fire and it immediately becomes fire, or even iron 
when under the power of fire will immediately have all 
the properties of fire. 6th. As fire will melt material 
substance, and with due attention destroy the matter 
intirely, so it is with the spirit of God in its operation 
on the heart of man. [Here I do not recollect the 
preacher’s words ; but-his idea was, that as fire would 
melt clay,.and leave it a hard imperishable body, so 
the spirit of God having began to melt the heart into 
contrition, but being opposed by the same heart, would 
leave it a subject of eternal destruction, even as that of 
the melted clay.] 7th. As fire will go out without 
feeding with fuel, so the spirit of God must be fed or 
fostered by us or it will like fire go out and become ex- 
tinct. 8th. As fire is declared (by general maxim) to 
be a good servant but a bad master, so it is with the 
spirit of God, for as fire unless it is kept within due 
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hounds, will rage, consume and devour all before it, so 
the spirit of God if not attended to, will cease to be our 
friend and become our eniewy, and then destroy us ir- 
recoverably. To conclude, now my friends you are 
dear to me, I wish you happiness; then listen to the 
solemn, sacred, scripture truths which you have at this 
time heard, for it will be with you as it was with the 
Jews if you do not, for it was said to them, if I had not 
come and spoken to you, you had not sinned. Now this 
liscourse will prove the savor of life unto life, or death 
unto death to you, and if it should prove the savor of 
death, you will die that death that never dies. 

Dear Sir, the above is a concise view of the preach- 


very well, but the three last is, ] think, (without we 
impute them to gross ignorance) blasphemeous. If you 
think that the above will tend to put people on their 
guard how they hear and feed such preachers, you may 
make them public. Your’s &c. C. H***, 

N. B. I have shewn the above to many who heard 
the discourse, and they universally declare it to be 
correct. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE, 
“~~ 
‘+ All are but parts of one stupendous whole. 
“ Whose body nature is and God the soul.” 

Mr. Epitor,—As some of my ideas may appear ra- 
ther novel to some of your readers, we owe them the 
following explanation. 

We assume as fact that God and Nature are eternal, 
and that the form, order and beauty of nature, are ef- 
fects of the wisdom and power of God. We will not 
say that the vowers of nature are the result of forma- 
tion ; but that life is the effect of organization we scarce- 
ly doubt. Nature moves externally from the force of 
an original impulse from God, instanced in the revolu- 
tions of the solar system; internally from the force of 


formation, instanced in the action of worlds and ele- | 


ments on each other; and, animatedly from the force 
of organization, instanced in the organic or disorganic 
motions of vegetables and animals. We can hare no 
idea of life distinct from motion; motion can exist on- 
ly in a substance, and must be an effect either from God 
or the affinity for an action of one element on another. 
A steam engine might be constructed near a coal pit so 
as to feed itself, and thus perpetuate motion so long as 
coal remained within reach and the machinery entire ; 
so man having received his form from the hand of God 
perpetuates motion in himself by the fuel of food till 
the machiwery or organization of his body becomes ir- 
reparably disorganized or means of subsistence fails.— 
That motion in thought is also evident, because we can 
have no idea of thought without motion whether we 
attribute it to the motion of the brain or a spiritual 
soul. ‘Thought cannot be a substance, nor an impres- 
sion as from a type, for to think, the substance must 
move and the iimpression too, besides impressions would 
soon fili the book ofthe soul. Thought then is the as- 
sociated motion of nerves, and memory is the habit or 
like action of the nerves. Thus the hand learns to 
work, the tongue to speak, and the brain to reflect ; 
that is, react or mimick every thing. Now as thought 
is not a substance but the motion of a substance, we 
discover with what eese Omnipotence could transfer at 
death, or at a future period revive these motions in a 
similar organized substance , and, having the promises 
of Him who formed us at first for his pleasure, that he 
will reform us immortal; we may rest more assured of 
a future existence than that the sun will rise toniorrow, 
for if it were possible for the heavens and earth to pass 
away his words cannot. This with whut we have said 
elsewhere will assist the inquisitive reader to under- 
stand the system we have adopted. The simplicity of 
these views will probably be the greatest objection to 
them, with those, wno love mystery, and delight in the 
incomprehensibly marvellous. ZUISTA, 








%“ Pull the beam oui of thine own eye.” 


It is understood we have been accused of perverting 
the Scriptures, by limiting the word everlasting.  ‘lhis 
word is connected with the punishment of the wicked, 
but siz timesin the New Testament. ‘Ihe original 
word is aion. Now this word is used seventy times in 
the Scriptures, and in a limited sense ; consequently, 
those who give it an unldrmiled sense, pervert it seventy 
timez, while we pervert it only siz times ! Our accusers, 
therefore, are guilty io the ratio of seventy degrees, and 
we siz degrees. ‘This is really a mote, compared with 
their BEAM ! {.V. York Gospel Herald. 
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; a : ‘ : ty 2. \ thing unknown to divine revelation. 
er’s Sermon, the four or five first ideas | think will do | : lerieal fol) 
present specimens of human invention and clerical folly, 
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We are induced to give our readers the following, 
not because we think there is any thing in it, that makes 
any valuable 


addition to the obligations of a christiar 


minister, to what we find in the sacred scriptures, tho’ 


i ‘ ° 
nearly the whole of the extract from the Charge 1» some- 


‘ ° 1s . ,_ @ 
Our object is to 
J 


that it may tend to cause people to think, and to query 
| rationally on the subject of the utility of such religious 


extravagance. 
Taberg, (Onida County, N.Y.) July 8, 18290. 
To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 

Lev. Sirn,—In looking over the performances of the 
Ordaining Council at the ordination of the Rey. HENRY 
Smitu of Camden, in this county, I find in the Charge 
given to him by the Rev. Israel Brainard of Vero: 
the following instruction :— 

** Take the sinner and carry him to the foot of mount 
Sinai, and bid him look up and see the lightnings, and 
hear the thunderings of Jehovah's law ; then carry him 


Gs 


to the foot of Calvary, and require him to listen to the 
dying love and redeeming grace of a crucified Saviour 
If these scenes neither alarm his fears nor move bis af- 
fections, open to his view the prison of hell, and show 
him the unquenchable fire, the never dying worm, the 
dungeon of despair, the chains of darkness aud the 
magazines of wrath, in store for the impenitent and un- 
godly ; and let him hear the * weeping and wailing and 
gnashing of teeth’ of its miserable inhabitants. ‘Then 
take him to the gate of heaven, and show him the joys 
of the celestial world, the songs of the redeemed, and 
the kingdom prepared for believers from the foundation 
of the world. in addition to all these ‘labours, bea: 
him on the arms of faith and prayer, to the throne oi 
grace, and lay him cown at the footstool of sovercicn 
merey. Leave him in the hands of a merciful God 
By all means ciear your skirts from the blood of souls 
If sinners will persevere in iniquity, in defiance of ; 
warnings and adimoniiions, and go down to perdition 
let their blood be upon their own heads.’ 

And in giving the hand of fellowship to the pastoi 
elect, the Rev. Moses Gillet, of Rome, observes ** The 
solemnities of this day are calculated to make a di 
impression on you! You have been consecrated 
to the work of the gospel ministry. In the presence 
of God, of angels, and of men, the bands of Presbytery 
have been Jaid upon you. The charge you have re- 
ceived, is most soleain and weighty. The salvation of 
numerous souls all of whom must exist to eternity, is 
depending on your faithfulness. At the great tribunal 
you will be called to meet them. ‘There it will be 
known whether any have been lost through your un- 
faithfulness, sloth, error, or immorality.” 

Yours in fellowship, BENJAMIN HYDE, 

Rev. Hosea BAtuov. 


ep 


mina, 


We feel it our duty to ask our readers a few ques- 
tions respecting the foregoing extract from the solemn 
performance of an ecclesiastical, ordaiping council. 
Should a sinner be carried to the foot of Mount Sinai, 
and should he there see all the lightning, and hear all 
the thunder of Jehovah’s law, would he see any thing 
which belongs to a future state of existence, or hear any 
thing which does not relate to our mortal state? We 
wish to have this question duly understood, and duly 
considered. Did Jehovah communicate any thing from 
Sinai respecting the torments which are to be inflicted 
on men in the eternal world? If it be in the power of 
that ordaining council to show us any thing on this sub- 


ject in all the writings of Moses, they wiil confer an ob- 


ligation by doing so. But if they are utterly unable to 
do this, they owe it to themselves, as well as to the 
public, to acknowledge their error and the imposition 
to which their professional labours most directly tend. 
We ask furthermore, how is it possible, allowing the 
vulgar doctrine of hell to be true, for a minister to open. 
that prison, show its unquenchable fire, the never-dying 
worm, the dungeon of despair, the chains of darkness, 
and the magazines of wrath, &c.? Howcan a minister 
cause his hearers to hear the groanings, the weeping, and 
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the wailings, and the gnashing of teeth of those in the 
prison of hell, in another state of being? Was there 
even any thing of all this either seen or heard only in 
the horrible countenances and terrific voices of those 
ministers of a hell and a damnation of their own inven- 
tion? 
Po these ministers of unmerciful wrath know for cer- 


tainty that there is such a hell as they tell us about Pome | 


What would they say, if they were called on, by au- 


thority, to give an honest statement of what they know 
about a hell in another world ? Would they be willing 


J 


. — 27) } 
to state, under oaih, th 


place, or heard the croans, the weeping 
of the teeth of its miserable inhebitants? 
now, to our foil satisfaction, that they do not know 
that one word which they s1y on this subject is true. 
And yet they pretend to make a solenin parade about 
it, as if it were areality ! 

We further ask, did the blessed Jesus ever preach as 
this charge directs? What dic he ever say about Mount 
nai, and the lightnings and the thunders of Jevoveh’s 
law? What did he ever say concerning the groanings, 
Answer, he 


To con- 


&c. of people in hell, in another world? 
said nothing concerning any such subjects. 
elude our questions on this subject; what is there in St. 
Paui’s charge to Timothy, which sounds like this? Not 
one word which indicates any of those extravagant no- 
tions. 

But let us look at the right hand of fellowship. Are 
the clergy honest, when they pretend that the eternal 
salvation of sinners depends on the ministers who preach 
to them? We greatly doubt it. Do they not hoid 
up the doctrine ; that those who are to be saved were 
elected and predestinated from all eternity to everlast- 
And that the rest were, from eternity doomed 
And now they would deceive the people 


ing life ? 
to misery? 
by making them believe that their salvation in the eter- 
nal world, depends on them! This is abominable, to 
say the least. Readers, think on these things, and may 
God give you understanding. 


———>—— 


PLEASING INTELLIGENCE, 
PortsmoutH, N.H. Jury 13, 1820. 

Bro. BAtiovu—Having just returned from a preaching 
cour eastward, I hasten to give you_a brief account of 
iny journey, the Redeemer’s cause, and the general as- 
pect of his kingdom in the State of Maine. During my 
absence, I delivered my testimony in the towns of York, 
Norway, Paris, Livermore, Turner, Lisbon, Freeport 
and Portland, In all these places there were respecta- 
ble, and in some thronged assemblies of devout worship- 
pers, who listened with avidity to the word of the king- 
dom, and manifested an improved relish for the genuine 
doctrine of a risen and glorified Saviour of the world. 
Though the number engaged in the ministry of recon- 
ciliation, in the State of Maine, has even been small, 
ihe true light has progressed surprisingly. In many 
places the doctrine of the common salvation has wrought 
wonders by its own intrinsic energies, unaided by the 
co-operation of public preaching. It works, to use the 
similitude of the great teachers, like leaven, which a 
woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, and 
though the whole lump is mot, as yet leavened, the 
work seems moving rapidly forward to a consummation. 
On comparing the state of truth at thie time, in Maine, 
with what it was fourteen years ago, when | journeyed 
through that country, I am frequently moved to ex- 
claim, with the ancient servant of the Highest, ** It is 
the Lord’s doing and marvelous in our eyes.” ‘* The 
harvest truly is plenteous but the laborers are few,” 
yet there is anumber, who are esteemed in the socie- 
ties, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, with various, 
though with growing success. Brothers Butterfield, 
Woodman, Mace, Smith, Hilton, &c. are zealously en- 
gaged in the blissful labours of the ministry of life.— 
There is, however, an effectual door open, for the en- 


A few questions more on this part of the subject. | 


at they had ever seen such a! 
and gnashing | 


hd ’ 
Now we all, 


ty to journey that way, and who know the scriptures 
‘and the power of God. The Eastern Association of 
| Universalists, was attended at Paris, county of Oxford. 
| on the last Wednesday and Thursday of June. Owing 
| toa number of circumstances, which perhaps were una- 





voidable, there were but a few ministering brethren pre- 
sent: but a very respectable number of believers from 
various parts and distances collected and sat together in 
heavenly places im Christ Jesus. The weather was fa- 
voureble and nature smiled around us drest in her rich- 
est robes. All things seemed to proclaim, as with di- 
vine authority, ** The heavens drop down fatness, and 
the earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.” 
courses were delivered in the demonstration of the spirit 


Four dis- 


| and power of that truth that meketh free indeed. ‘The 
listening multitude hung upon the lips of the messenger 
| of good tidings with rapture, and rejoiced in full pur- 
}pose of heart to serve the Lord with their households, 
and to be glad in his salvation evermore. 
i 1 believe we had a holy convocation, and a time of re- 
' frechment from the presence of the Lord. 

| ‘There are a goodly number in Portland, who are re- 
| ligiously engaged in the cause of Christ; but they need 
aon expericnced shepherd to lead them to the pastures of 
his grace. ‘Ihey need an old soldier of Jesus Christ, 
; one who has returned victorious from various can. paigns 


wreathed himseif with the laurels of victory in many 
pitched battles with the rulers of the darkness of this 
world. May the Lord soon send them one fitted for 
the great worke Yours, in haste, 


SEBASTIAN STREETER. 
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ANOTHER CONVERSION iN THE MINISTRY. 
FRANKFORT, Me. Jury 6th, 1820. 
Rev. and Dear Sir.—The doctrine of Universal Sal- 
vation is for the first time openly advocated in this place, 
by ove in the ministry. A few months since the Rev. 
Mark L, Cnrask, a Methodist preacher, was prevailed 
upon to read your Lectures, “* Treatise on Atonement,” 
Magazines, &c. which eventuated in a full conviction 
in his mind of the truth of the doctrine; he now stands 
forth as a public witness in favour of it. His late breth- 
ren in the ministry have taken away his license for 
preaching under their authority, excommunicated him, 
&c. Many of his late hearers attend his preaching, and 
receive his testimony with christian candour. The fore- 
going sketches are literally correct. 
Your friend and humble servant, S. 8. 
Rev. Hosea BALLovu. 





DOMESTIC SUMMARY: 


We are happy to hear of the safe arrival of the U. S. 
Ship Columbus, Com. BAInBrRiIDGE, at Gibraltar, on 
the 4th of June, in 36 days from the Chesapeake. 


Counterfeit Bills of the New-Haven Eagle Bank, of 
the denemination of Two Dollars, are in circulation, 
They are so well executed that it is dificult for those 
who are not very good judges of paper money to dis- 
tinguish them. 


On Friday, (July 14th) the awful sentence of the 
law was performed at Baltimore, upon Peregrine Hut- 


On the whole, | 


under the captain of salvation; one who has already | 


On the 12th inst, the body of a stranger was found 
on the beach, at the mouth of Portland harbour, near 
Trundy’s reef, with his throat cut from ear to ear,— 
Had on, when found, a pair of duck trowsers, striped 
vest, coarse linen shirt, a black silk handkerchief on 
his head, and his feet and hands were entirely gone.— 
He was apparently about 5 feet 7 inches high,and about 
30 years of age, An inquest was held on the body, 
and the verdict was ** that he came to his death by cas- 
vaJties unknown to the jury. 


Tie Rev. Mr. Fuint, of Bridgwater, has accepted 
the call to fil] the vacancy in the parish in Salem occa- 
sioned by the death of the late Rev. Dr. BentLey, 
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MARRIED, 

In this town, Mr, Henry Homer to Miss Mary-Ann 
Williams.—Mr. Jonathan P. Greenwood to Miss Eliza- 
beth Ingalls. 

By Rev. Dr. Freeman, Lt. Augustus S, Drane, of the 
U. 8. Light Artillery, to Miss Margarett C. Blagg, 
daughter of Samuel Blagg, Esq. 

By Rev. Dr. Gardner, Mr. Joe] Carter to Miss Ann 
Maria Lovering, daughter of Wm. Lovering, Esq. 

By Rev. Dr Baidwin, Hon. Thomas Fillebrown, of 
Winthrop, Me. to Mrs. Sarah Cushing of Boston. —Mr. 
John C. Bosworth to Miss Sarah Bagley. 











DIED, 

In this town, Mr. Charles Sprague, aged 18.—Mr. 
Abner Rodgers, 78.—Mr. Fitch P. Putnam, 36.—Mr. 
Caleb Tufts, 34.—Mr. John Chesworth, 42,—Mr. Wm. 
‘Scott Wayne, 21.—Miss Didama Parker, 64.—-Mr. 
Thomas Newman.—Mr. Stephen H. Briggs, jun.— Mr. 
Joseph Stockwell, 60,—Mr. Wm. Cleverly, 24.—Mr. 
James Farrar, 53.—Mr. Christopher Bodden.—Miss 
Mary Green, 10.—James S. Goodrich, 12.—M. Parodi, 
a native of Italy, (by suicide.) —Ed. Cary, son of Sam- 
uel Wheelwright, 13 mo.—Warren, son of Daniel C. 
Robinson.—Prince Moore, (black) 40.—Ann Porter, 
(black) 30.—Mary Wright, (black.) 

In Danvers, Mr. Israel Putnam, aged 63. In this in- 
stance of mortality, not only is a family deprived of 
one of the best of husbands and fathers, the town of @ 
worthy inhabitant, and society of one who was an orna- 
ment as well as a pillar in its stracture ; but the frater- 
nity of believers in the universal, impartial goodness of 
our Father in heaven, mourns the loss of one of its en- 
lightened members, whose exertions for the promotion 
of the knowledge of divine truth, and whose virtuous 
and christian life greatly endeared him to those who 
were favoured with like precious faith with himself. 
May the dews of divine consolation distil] on his afflict- 
ed family, the large and respectable circle of his con- 
nexions, and on all who feel his loss asa member of the, 
faithful, 

In Dorchester, on the 15th inst. Capt. Pearson Eaton 
aged 66. He has left a wife and two children to mourn 
the loss of a kind and affeetionate husbaid, a tender 
and indulgent parent. Nor do they mournalone ; their 
neighbours and friends sensible of the loss they have 
sustained sympathise with them; the town mourns the © 
loss of an honest and useful citizen, and our country a 
patriot. Indefatigable in bis exertions to promote the 
interests of the town in which he lived, as well as the 
interests of the country, he ever devoted his person and 
property for the advancement of a cause so dear to his 
heart. As he never made a public profession ef relig- 
ion, nor ayowed to any one his belief in auy particular 
doctrine, except the doctrine of moral honesty, we are 
only authorized to say, that he considered the doctrine 
of endless punishment contrary to reason and scripture, 
derogatory to the character of God, and termenting to 
man. May the idea that they shall meet their friend in. 
the mansions of eternal] bliss, sooth the sorrows of his 








ton and Morris N.B. Hull, convicted, on their own con- 
fessions, of the deliberate murder of John Heaps, mail 
driver. 


SUICIDE.—On Wednesday last, Mr. Peter Perodi, 
a native of Italy, who returned to this town on Monday, 
from an absence of two or three months to Surrinam, 
committed suicide by stabbing himself in four places 
in the left side with a dirk while in aroom alone. He 
had also two loaded pistols with him. The verdict of 
the Coroner’s Inquest was **SeJf Murder.” His re- 
mains were removed, and interred the next day, aA 
small sum of money was found on his person. 


he Humane Society of this State have presented a 
Gold Medal to Maj. Bartteman, of the British Royal 
farines, for saving, at great personal hazard, the life 
of a man who was drowning, near Eastport. . 





tering in of those public servants, who have opportuni- 





distressed family.-—[ Communicated. 
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FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 
A SERMON, delivered before the Universal- 
ist Society in Stoughton, Mass. May 29,1820.—By Rev 
JosHva FLAGG, mmistering at Scituate. 
The Cusip’s Scrivruran Carecnism,by the Rev. 


Hosea Ballou, pastor of the Second Universalist Society - 
in Boston.—Price, 75 cents per doz. and & cents single 





Col. Ornv’s Oration. 

JUST Published, and for sale at this office, an Oration 
pronounced before the Republican citizens of Boston, 
July 4th, 1820, in commemoration of Awerican Inde- 
dence—by Henry Orne, Beqs: Price 12 .1-2.cente. - 
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POETS’ CORNER. 





FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


ann 


Mr. Eprror,—In a letter, which I received from a 


friend, with whom I am intimately and affectionately 


connected, this little poem was enclosed. If it will 
serve to enrich the pages of the Magazine, please to in- 
sert it, Your’s with respect, Ww. 


GOD IS LOVE. 
WHAT is it leads my soul from sin, 
And makes me know how vile I’ve been? 
‘Tis heav’nly influence from above, 
To me, proclaiming God is Love. 


What is it that lulls the soul to rest, 
Before by sins’ vast load opprest ? 

Makes my cold heart to warm and move ? 
*Tis something whispers, God ts Love. 


What makes me now think more of God, 
And bow beneath his chast’ning rod ? 
What draws my soul to things above? 
Tis this, | know that Ged is Love. 


When fortune frowns and friends grow cold, 
And fear her empire strives to hold, 

What is it makes that fear remove? 

A small] voice whispers, God zs Love. 


If God be love, then angels roll 

His goodness round from pole to pole ; 
And mortals try, with christian might, 
To lead men to this heav’nly light. 


*Tis this shall point our way to heaven, 
And waft us, (all our sins forgiven, ) 
On angels’ wings, to realms above, 

To sing forever, Gop 1s Love. 


io 
FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


el 
WHAT'S THE ODDS. 
In composition, verse, or prose, 
He that knows me, he also knows 
I’m not expert; yet would propose, 
My mind and feelings to disclose 
*Bout whats the odds ? 


If some were seal’d the heirs of bliss, 
And monuments of saving grace, 
The prize is theirs, they cannot miss, 
So if, or not they run the race, 


gprcuniatt St makes no odds. 


God's firm decree cannot be broke, 
*T was self-complete you kmow, when spoke ; 
It saves the elect, who pray by rote, 
Whether sincere, or good, or not, 

It makes no odds. 


The reprobates it will condemn, 

Who seek for grace, and boldly stem 

The rushing tide of vice and sin, 

So if they pray, or else blaspheme, 
It makes no odds. 


If they were made to meet damnation, 
The fruit of sovereign reprobation, 
They can’t escape the fell contagion, 
So fasting, prayers, and deprivation 
Can make no odds, 


Or if free-agents they are made, 

Their end’s the same, because "tis said, 

That when election’s plan was laid, 

Virtue and vice were both decree’d! 
That makes no odds, 


Unconditional election, 

Sovereign grace and reprobation, 

Free-will and predestination, 

Are sharp cutting contradiction, 
And are all odds. 





UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


if damn’d I must be, then tis fix’d, 

My very nature’s intermix’d 

With all the ills my fate predicts, 

Hence good or bad my fate is fix’d, 
So what’s the odds? 


If twenty Gods compose my creed, 

Or one, or three, or none indeed, 

It cannot alter whats decreed, 

Long e’re I liv’d, or stood in need, 
So what’s the odds. 


If | Mahomet’s creed embrace, 
I’m just as sure of saving grace 
As though I held a christian’s place 
Beneath the shining of God’s face, 
So what’s the odds? 


Or if to life I am elected, 

I in heaven shall be respected, 

If every duty I’ve neglected, 

And hypocrites and knaves protected, 
*T will make no odds. 


If God made man for endless woe, 
And sendeth satan to and fro, 
To execute the fatal blow, 
And both agree to have it so, 
Then what’s the odds. 
BARZILLIA, 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


ow 
GOD VISIBLE. 

IN all thy works, O God of grace, 
Thy pow’r and love we plainly see; 
Thro’ all the world, in every place, 
They raise our tributes, Lord, to thee. 

All things express that thou art near 

To us, the children of thy care. 


On the great deep, when tempests roar, 
When winds with whirling vengeance fly, 
When waters, mighty torrents pour 
Like liquid vollies from the sky, 
We see thy power! how great! how good! 
Se great; ’twas never understood, 
The waving grain and lowing herds 
Proclaim thy bounteousness and love ; 
On every side, the war’bling birds, 
Their great Creator’s kindness prove, 
O man ! these things are all for thee, 
How then can you ungrateful be ? 


Parent of Nature, much we need 
These blessings which thou hast bestow’d; 
On thee we lean—on thee we feed, 
Thou only self existent God. 
On thee we trust, to thee we bend, 
May thy great goodness know no end. 
Under the power of thine arm, 
All things in beaut’ous order move ; 
And we can rest secure from harm, 
Beneath thy wings, O God of love. 
Yes, we repose in God supreme, 


May his compassion be our theme, 
, Ww. 








REASON AND REVELATION. 

Reason is revelation’s elder brother.—The book of 
scripture is the second edition of the book of nature, 
with most important additions. By reason we discover 
the existence of God, and some of his attributes. By 
reason We ascertain and are convinced, that the Bible 
is the word of God. By reason and common sense, on 
a frequent, careful and serious perusal of the holy scrip- 
tures, we ought to satisfy our own minds what are the 
doctrines they contain, and the duties they enjoin, in- 
dependent of all €atechisms, creeds and commandments 
of uninspired men, of whatever sect or denomination. 
When this searching of the scriptures shall more gen- 
erally prevail we may reasonably expect, that Chris- 
tians will more generally harmonize in opinion and 
practice, 








As in nature, so in scripture, there are many things 
above our reason, yet nothing contfraryto it. As those 
things in nature, which are essential to our present ex- 
istence and happiness, are most easily discovered and 
obtained ; so we have abundant reason to believe, that 
the truths of revelation, which are most plain and prac- 
tical, are those, in which Christians of all denomina- 
tions most generally agree. 

In judging of others, whatever may be their preten- 
sions to inward piety and virtue, we can know them 
only by their fruits, that is their performance of the du- 
ties, which they owe to themselves, to their fellow-meu 
and to their Maker. ‘he faith or belief of others is no- 
thing to us; we are concerned only in their practice. 

[ Belfast (Maine) Gazeite. 








The following curious passage is given from Robert 
Robinson’s Plea for the Divinity of Christ, which is a 
specimen of his truly original manner. ‘This was writ- 
ten before his conversion to Unitarianism, and is found 
in one of the ablest defences of the Divinity of Christ, 
to which the Priestleyan controversy gave rise. 


PLEA FOR THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST, 

“ Why do you not persecute, at least, with the 
tongue, those monstrous Unitarians? Because I have no 
warrant from Christ to do so ; nor the least inclination 
to forge one. This is well enough: But why do you 
praise them in every company? Because a mistaking 
man may merit praise for that very industry which hath 
led him into an errour ; and for that integrity which 
makes him, against his interest, support it. Bat what 
occarion is there to keep company with them, and to 
maintain an intimacy with them? Because on every 
other article they edify me, and on this we agree lo dif- 
fer. Inthe possession of this truth, | think I have the 
advantage of them. in regard to many others, 1 am 
not worthy tospeak to them; I glory in being their di» 
ciple. In what light then do you consider a sincere 
man, who denies our Lord’s divinity? In the light of a 
mistaken brother ; in every other attitude an object of 
esteem, and in that of denying the divinity of my Lord, 
an object of my tenderest compassion. All this argues 
great coldness to your Lord! I would rather be frozen 
inte a formalist, than inflamed with the fire of bell; in 
the first case, | should be a harmless statue ; in the Jast, 
a destroyer, like the devil. 

* Which of the ten commandments does a man break 


‘by following bis own conviction in religion? Suppose 


the worst, that he is man errour: yet His errour re- 
maineth with himself. \s any of us iss wise, less just 
or les¢ sefe, because another does that for himse!f which 
we every day do for ourselyes: Our safety is bot en- 
dangered by his taking the liberty to think for himselt : 
It is we who endanger bis safety by taking the liberty 
to think for him. In such a case, we should be Jess 
wise and less just than we ought to be; as he would be 
if he allowed us to run our liberty into such licentious- 
ness. How is it that men, christian men too, can see 
one another’s sicknesses, and hear of one another's 
misfortunes, without apy emotions of anger, and with 
all the feelings of humanity and pity that christians 
ought to have for one another; and that they cannot 
bear to hear a conscientious man avow sentinents differ- 
ent from their own without a red resentment, that like 
a hot thunderbolt hisses, and wounds, and kills wicre 
it falls? No; it is not justice, it is not prudence, itis 
not humanity, it is not benevolence, itis not zeal for 
these dispositions ; it seems as if it were the explosion 
of an infected heart, were the milk of human kindness 
never flowed. Ifsuch emetions can proceed from chiris- 
tians, we must suppose what we are loath to think ; that 
is, that some christians are in some unhuppy moments 
divested of all the principles of their holy religion, and 
actuated by the dispositions of the most ignorant and 
cruel of mankind. But, say they, thongh we receive 
no injury, yet God is dishonoured. Ah! Is God dis- 
hououred ? imitate his conduct, then; does he thunder, 
does he lighten, does he afflict this poor man? Behold 
his sun enlightens his habitation, his rain refreshes bis 
fields, his gentle breeze fans and animates him every 
day, his revelation lies always open before him, bis 
throne of mercy is ever accessible to him; and wili you, 
rash christian, will you mark him out for vengeance ? 
] repeat it again, imitate you heavenly Father ;and at 
last, suspend your anger till that day, when the Lord 
will make manifest the counsels of men’s hearts, and 
then shall every man have praise of God. 
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